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An 1850 painting  by  
J. J. Dassy, depicting

the  Siege of Antioch,

during the First 
Crusade, 1095.

1.

INTRODUCTION:

A MODERN PERSPECTIVE ON

THE CRUSADES.

According to the Oxford Dictionary, the first definition of the word “crusader” 
is: a fighter in the medieval Crusades. The Oxford Dictionary’s second 
definition is: a person who campaigns vigorously for political, social, or 
religious change; a campaigner.  By the 20th century, the second definition 
was the commonly accepted meaning, and many people using the word 
didn’t give a thought to the word’s derivation in conflict.

In September 2001, just after 9/11 and on the eve of the Second Iraqi War, 
President George W. Bush declared: “a 
crusade against terrorism”.  Most 
commentators believe that President 
Bush naively meant this within the 
context of the second definition of the 
word, but the fact that war was being 
declared in exactly the same geographic 
region as the medieval Crusades, 
caused much consternation, especially 
in Iraq in particular and the Middle East 
in general.

WHAT WERE THE CRUSADES?

Today, most people only know of the Crusades fought in the Middle East (and 
in Europe by Crusaders on their way to the Middle East).  However, there 
were Crusades prior to 1095, the time of the First Crusade in the Levant.  

Any battle designed to convert so-called heathens to Christianity was usually 
described as a Crusade and, as we’ll discuss later, there were many such fights 
in Europe prior to 1095.  Even so, this presentation will mainly concentrate on 
the Middle East.

European  encounters continued after the last battles in the Holy Land had 
concluded.  In fact, it could be argued that the Inquisitions, established by the 
Catholic Church in Spain, Portugal, Brazil, etc., were really continuations of 
the Crusades  ().

From the first Crusade to the Holy Land in 1095, until the eventual defeat of 
the Ninth Crusade after the Siege of Acre in 1291, virtually all Crusaders 
returning to Europe were regarded as heroes.  This also applied to those 
taking part in earlier Crusades to non-Christian parts of Europe.

For many centuries after that, Christian Europe still believed that The Holy 
Land, the land of Jesus, should be under Christian rule.  It was not until the 
European Enlightenment in the late 18th and the 19th centuries that some 
Europeans began to consider the effects that the Crusades had had on non-
Christian communities, in the Middle 

East, in Europe and, indeed, 

throughout the whole world.  These 

feelings gradually increased and 

expanded, particularly in the 20th

century.

➔ A woodcut depicting Eastern 

European Jewish martyrs being 

burned by Crusaders, on their way

to The Holy Land.

Despite what has just been said, not all Crusaders returned home.  In fact, 
many of them are known to have settled in areas of Europe through which 
the Crusaders passed and, particularly, in major battle regions in the Middle 
East.

In 1147, Anglo-
Norman and 
Flemish troops, 
who had taken 
part in the 
Second
Crusade, 
settled as near 
to home as 
Spain.  In 
October 1147, 
they took part 
in the Siege of 
Lisbon, freeing 
the town of
Tortosa ().
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2.

A SUMMARY HISTORY OF 

THE CRUSADES

IN THE MIDDLE EAST.



The Byzantine Empire  
and the Sultanate of 
Rûm, prior to the First 
Crusade.

The Crusades were a 
series of religious wars 
sanctioned by the 
Latin (or Catholic) 
Church in the medieval 
period, especially the 

campaigns in the Eastern Mediterranean.  From 1095 onwards, their aim was 
the seizing of Jerusalem and the Holy Land, then under Islamic rule, as well as 
recapturing Christian territory, and defending Christian pilgrims. 

As already discussed, the term crusade is also applied to other campaigns 
sanctioned by the Church, earlier and later, and fought to combat paganism 
and perceived heresy, or to resolve conflict amongst rival Roman Catholic 
groups, or to gain political or territorial advantage. 

The so-called First Crusade, the first Crusade in the Middle East, arose after a 
call to arms in a 1095 sermon by Pope Urban II urging military support for the 
Byzantine Empire and its Emperor Alexios I, who needed reinforcements for 
his conflict with westward migrating Turks in Anatolia.  One of Urban's stated 
aims was to guarantee pilgrims access to the holy sites in the Eastern
Mediterranean that were then under Muslim control.  However, scholars 
disagree as to whether this was the primary motivation for Urban or the 
majority of those who heeded his call.  

Urban's wider strategy may have been to unite the Eastern and Western 
branches of Christendom, which had been divided since their split in the 
East–West Schism of 1054 and, thus, to establish himself as head of the 
unified Church.  Similarly, some of the hundreds of thousands of people who 
became crusaders by taking a public vow and receiving plenary indulgences 
from the church were peasants hoping for Apotheosis (that is, elevation to 
divine status) at Jerusalem, or forgiveness from God for all their sins.  Others 
participated so as to satisfy feudal obligations, gain glory and honour, or find 
opportunities for economic and political gain.  Regardless of the motivation, 
the response to Urban's preaching by people of many different classes across 
Western Europe established the precedent for later crusades.

By the age of 16, Richard had taken command of his own army.  He is 
remembered as a central Christian commander during the Third Crusade, 
scoring considerable victories against his Muslim counterpart, Salah ad-Din 
(Saladin), although Richard was never to take Jerusalem from Salah ad-Din.

He is also noted, in history and in literature, because his brother, John, tried 
to wrest the English throne from him whilst he was away in the Holy Land.  
Walter Scott’s novel The Talisman and the Robin Hood legends emphasise this 
part of the story.

 The effigy, C 1199, of Richard I, at Fontevraud Abbey, Anjou.

Richard I was King of England from 1189 
to 1199.  At various times he also ruled in 
parts of what is now France, and in 
Cyprus.  He was known as Richard the 
Lionheart because of his reputation as 
a great military leader and warrior.  He 
was also known as Oc e No, (Yes and No), 
because of his reputation for terseness.

As we are about to discuss, in the 195 years between the beginning of the 
First Crusade in 1096 and the perceived end of the Ninth Crusade with the 
Siege of Acre in 1291, a number of Crusader States were set up, firstly in 
Eastern Europe, and then in the Middle East, including the Kingdom of 
Jerusalem and Alexandria (sometimes just known as the Kingdom of 
Jerusalem) covering the Holy Land and part of Egypt.

The First Crusade established the first four crusader states in the Eastern 
Mediterranean: the County of Edessa (1098–1149), the Principality of Antioch 
(1098–1268), the Kingdom of Jerusalem (1099–1291), and the County of 
Tripoli (1104) [although Tripoli was not properly conquered until 1109].  The 
Armenian Empire (or Kingdom of Cilicia) originated before the Crusades, but 
it received kingdom status from Pope Innocent II and later became fully 
westernised by the House of Lusignan.  According to historian Jonathan Riley-
Smith, these states were the first examples of Europe overseas.  They are 
generally known as outremer, from the French for overseas.
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The Fourth Crusade established a Latin Empire in the east and allowed the 
partition of Byzantine territory by its participants.  The Latin emperor 
controlled a quarter of the Byzantine territory, Venice three-eighths (including 
three-eighths of the city of Constantinople), with the remainder divided 
amongst the other crusade leaders.  This began the period of history when 
Catholic Western European nobles—primarily from France and Italy—
established states on former Byzantine territory and ruled over the Byzantine 
Greeks; that is, regions formerly controlled by the Eastern Orthodox Church.  

Crusades were expensive and as the number of wars increased, their costs 
escalated.  Pope Urban II called upon the rich to help First Crusade lords such 
as Robert Curthose, Duke of Normandy, and Count Raymond of St. Gilles, who 
subsidised knights in their armies.  The total cost to King Louis IX of France of 
the First Crusade was estimated at six times the king's annual income. 

Rulers demanded subsidies from their subjects, and alms and bequests 
prompted by the conquest of Palestine were additional sources of income. 
The popes ordered that collection boxes be placed in churches and, beginning 
in the mid-twelfth century, granted indulgences in exchange for donations 
and bequests.



The obverse and reverse of a 

Dirham struck in Acre by 

Christians, 1216-1241.  It 

shows Christianised six-

pointed stars and has Arabic 

inscriptions.

Slides with a red font such as 

this, are designed to illustrate 

procedural

aspects of this presentation.

Now, let us look at some of the

other perceived negatives 

associated with the 

Crusades …

3.

THE CRUSADERS

IN EASTERN EUROPE.

There were many unsavoury incidents, including mass murder, committed by 
Western European Crusaders as they made their long and time-consuming 
march through Eastern Europe.

Virtually all of the Crusaders were unfamiliar with the different cultures that 
they encountered.  This particularly applied to the peasants, serfs, bondsmen 
and medials who made up the vast majority of the armies.

(The   
derivations of 

this painting  ➔

and for the one 

on the next 

page, are 

unknown.)
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The mainly uneducated 
Crusaders were confronted and 
threatened by all that they saw!  
Jews, Orthodox Christians and 
even fellow Catholics with 
different languages, customs and 
traditions, were all seen as 
menacing and intimidating.

Jews were particularly abhorred!   
The Crusaders were going to fight 
the infidel, and here they were 

being confronted by a group of heathens, albeit one with which they were 
vaguely familiar, but still a group of unbelievers who denied the divinity of 
Jesus.  The belief that Jews were the enemies of Christ was already long 
embedded in the European psyche. 

Thousands of Jews unwilling to give up their religion and heritage were 
slaughtered, as were many, many practising Christians.

An Anne Ronan photograph of a painting (artist unknown), depicting the 
slaughter of  European Jews, in 1096, at the beginning of the Middle East 
Crusades.

Segments of an anonymous work, produced between 1332 & 1350, and held 
in the British Library.  The section at left () shows Pope Innocent III 
excommunicating the Albigensians, and at right () the Albigensians are 
shown being massacred by Crusaders.  

(The Albigensian Crusade, 1209-1229, was designed to eliminate Catherism [a 
mix of Christianity and Gnostic beliefs] from Languedoc, southern France.)  

Let us now look at an earlier 

Crusade

in a similar geographical region,

namely the Baltic region …

THE BALTIC CRUSADES.

As discussed earlier, there were actually

Crusades as early as the 8th century, but these 

were not fought in the Middle East, but against

Heathen Europeans.  

Charlemagne (King of the Franks, 800-814 CE) led 

a Crusade against the Baltic peoples, principally 

the Latvians and Lithuanians.  They were forced 

to convert to Christianity and in the process, 

adopt the culture and traditions of their 

conquerors.  The Baltic lands were the last place with a recognisable 

pre-Christian-European way of life, and because of the Crusades, even today, 
they can boast a hybrid Roman-Judaic-European culture. A model of Baltic Heathens putting up a real fight against the Crusaders.
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Our final slide in the

Eastern European section 

will look at the Mongol 

invasions 

and the Crusades …

THE MONGOL “HORDES”.

The Mongol invasions of Europe, particularly their incursions of 1240-41 
were, in the main repulsed by Crusader forces.

One result of this was less Crusaders in the Levant, thus letting the armies of 
Sultan Baibars, a fierce 
opponent of the holy 
wars, gain much ground 
and bring the Middle 
Eastern Crusader States 
to their knees.

 The Battle of Mohi, 
in what is now Hungary;

a major battle in the 
Mongol conquest.

4.

THE CRUSADERS

IN THE MIDDLE EAST.

In the seventh and eighth centuries, Islam was introduced in the Arabian 
Peninsula by the prophet Muhammad, initiating a unified identity to the 
region for the first time.  This led to a rapid expansion of Arab power, the 
influence of which stretched from the East Indies (now Indonesia), the Indian 
subcontinent, across Central Asia, the Middle East, North Africa, southern 
Italy, and the Iberian Peninsula, to the Pyrenees. 

Tolerance, trade, and political relationships between the Arabs and the 
Christian states of Europe waxed and waned.  For example, the Fatimid caliph 
destroyed the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, but his successor 
allowed the Byzantine Empire to rebuild it ().  Pilgrimages by Catholics to 
sacred sites were permitted, resident Christians were given certain legal 

rights and protections as Dhimmi
(privileged non-Muslims [ that is Jews & 
Christians]), and interfaith marriages were 
not uncommon,  and creeds 
coexisted and competed, but the 
conditions became increasingly 
inhospitable to Catholic pilgrims and 
merchants.

The Reconquista (recapture by Christianity of the Iberian Peninsula from the 
Muslims) began during the 8th century, reaching its turning point in 1085 
when Alfonso VI of León and Castile retook Toledo.

The Byzantine Empire also regained territory at the end of the 10th century, 
with Emperor Basil II spending most of his half-century reign in conquest.  

Europe in this period was immersed in power struggles on many different 
fronts.  In 1054, centuries of attempts by the Latin Church to assert 
supremacy over the Patriarchs of the Eastern Empire led to a permanent 
division in the Christian church called the East–West Schism.  Following the 
Gregorian Reform an assertive, reformist papacy attempted to increase its 
power and influence. Beginning around 1075 and continuing during the First 
Crusade, the Investiture Controversy was a power struggle between Church 
and state in medieval Europe over whether the Catholic Church or the Holy 
Roman Empire held the right to appoint church officials and other clerics.

Antipope Clement III was an alternative pope for most of this period, and 
Pope Urban spent much of his early pontificate in exile from Rome.  The 
papacy began to assert its independence from secular rulers, marshalling 
arguments for the proper use of armed force by Catholics. The result was 
intense piety, an interest in religious affairs, and religious propaganda 
advocating a just war to reclaim the Levant from the Muslims.

The majority view was that non-Christians could not be forced to accept 
Christian baptism or be physically assaulted for having a different faith, 
although a large minority believed that vengeance and forcible conversion 
were justified for the denial of Christian faith and government.  Participation 
in such a war was seen as a form of penance that could counterbalance sin.

The status quo was disrupted by the invading Turks.  In 1071 they defeated 
the Byzantine army at the Battle of 

Manzikert (➔) and the rapidly expanding 

Great Seljuk Empire gained nearly all of 

Anatolia while the Empire descended into 

frequent civil wars.  One year later the Turks 

wrested control of Palestine from the Fatimids.
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Different perspectives of the actions carried out, at least nominally, under 
Papal authority during the Crusades have polarised historians.  To some, their 
behaviour was incongruous with the stated aims and implied moral authority 
of the papacy and the Crusades, in one case to the extent that the Pope 
excommunicated Crusaders.  Crusaders often looted and pillaged as they 
travelled, while their leaders retained control of much captured territory 
rather than returning it to the Byzantines.  As well as the thousands of Jews 
murdered in what is now called the Rhineland massacres; Constantinople was 
sacked twice, during the First and Fourth Crusades, rendering the 
reunification of Christendom impossible.

The crusades had a profound impact on Western civilisation: they reopened 
the Mediterranean to commerce and travel (enabling Genoa and Venice to 
flourish); consolidated the collective identity of the Latin Church under papal 
leadership; and were a wellspring for accounts of heroism, chivalry and piety. 
These tales consequently galvanised medieval romance, philosophy and 
literature.  Sadly however, the negatives, including feudalism and militarism, 
had long term effects; many persisting to this day.

The Crusades are responsible for an extremely high number of deaths by both 
sides , estimated at between a million and 3 million.  Of course, the vast 
majority of these were civilians!

A selection

of later paintings

showing the

violence and

death associated

with the Crusades.

St Augustine of Hippo wrote that warfare was sometimes a necessary and 
lesser evil, in certain conditions.  Specifically, a war could be ethical if there 
was: a) just cause; b) legitimate authority, and; c) right intention.

A just cause was a previous injury or act of aggression.  As a result, the 
Crusades were described as defensive.

A legitimate authority was just 
that: an authority who held the 
power – from Augustine’s 
perspective, granted by God – to 
invoke war.  Crusading, it was 
argued, was authorised by popes  
(and through them, by God), and 
also by legitimate secular 
leaders.



A painting (artist unknown) of 
Jesus blessing a Crusader.

The next three slides

attempt to summarise events 

between the First and Third 

Crusades

by looking at the 

Crusader invasion

from both Arab 

and Christian perspectives …

As already discussed, the first Middle Eastern Crusade, was launched with the 
aims of regaining control of Jerusalem from the Fatimid Caliphate, and 
helping the Byzantine Empire to fight the Seljuk Turks.  During the campaign, 
the Crusaders launched an assault on the city of Jerusalem, capturing it in July 
1099, massacring many of the city's Muslim and Jewish inhabitants, and 
establishing the first Christian Kingdom of Jerusalem.

The Crusaders transformed the Dome of the Rock into the "Shrine of the 
Lord" (Templum Domini) and the Al-Aqsa mosque into the "Hall of Solomon" 
(Templum Solomonis).  The local Muslim reaction was to try to find an 
accommodation with the Crusaders.  During this era, the larger Muslim 
world looked upon the setbacks in Jerusalem with indifference.

In 1187, the Ayyubid Sultan, Saladin (Salah ad-Din) led his armies to win a 
great victory over the Crusaders in the Battle of Hattin.  As a direct result of 
the battle, Islamic forces once again became the dominant power in the 
region, re-conquering Jerusalem and several other Crusader-held cities.

The Christian defeat led to a Third Crusade, aimed at regaining the lost 
territories in the Holy Land.  Richard the Lionheart launched a siege upon the 
city of Acre, after which he conquered the city and killed 3,000 Muslims.  
After a second victory, the Battle of Arsuf, the Crusaders arrived at Jerusalem, 
but withdrew without trying to conquer the city.  Following another military 
clash in Jaffa, which wasn't won by either side, Salah ad-Din and Richard 
signed the Treaty of Ramla in June 1192.  Under the terms of the agreement, 
Jerusalem would remain under Muslim control but the city would be open to 
Christian pilgrims.  The treaty reduced the Latin Kingdom to a strip along the 
coast from Tyre to Jaffa.

In 1250, the Ayyubid Egyptian dynasty was overthrown by slave (Mamluk) 
regiments, and a new dynasty - the Mamluk Sultanate  - was born.

At that time, the Crusade Campaigns were not seen by the Muslims as a 
conflict between Western and Eastern civilizations; rather, they were 
considered as the intermittent fighting that had been raging between the 
Byzantine and Islamic empires for centuries.  In the parts of the Levant ruled 
by the Crusaders, the local population adjusted to the new occupation just as 
they had to previous foreign Muslim occupations.
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Eventually, in 1291, the forces of the Mamluk Sultan of Egypt, al-Ashraf Khalil, 
forced a long siege upon the city of Acre, which was the final Christian 
territory held in the Holy Land.  The Mamluks captured the city on 18th May 
1291, killing most of the local Christian local inhabitants, thus ending the 
second Crusader Kingdom of Jerusalem ( ).

5.

THE CHILDREN’S

CRUSADE.

THE QUESTION …

Does the traditional, negative 

view of the Children’s Crusade 

hold up, or does modern 

research cast doubt on the time-

honoured understanding of 

these events?

THE TRADITIONAL ACCOUNT

The variants of the long-standing story of the Children's Crusade have similar 
themes, summarised thus: a boy (in some stories, called Stephan or Stephen) 
began preaching in either France or Germany (depending on which story) 
claiming that he had been visited by Jesus and told to lead a Crusade to 
peacefully convert Muslims to Christianity. 

Through a series of portents and miracles he gained a considerable following, 
including up to 30,000 children.  In 1212, he led his followers south towards 
the Mediterranean Sea in the belief that the sea would part on their arrival, 
allowing him and his followers to march to Jerusalem, but this did not 
happen.  They were sold to two merchants (Hugh the Iron and William of 
Postures) who gave free passage on boats to as many of the children as were 
willing to travel.  Then, according to which story is told, they were either 
taken to Tunisia and sold into slavery by the merchants, or died in a shipwreck 
on San Pietro Island off Sardinia during a gale. Some may have failed to reach 
the sea, dying or giving up due to starvation and exhaustion. They were 
betrayed by some of the adults in their group.

➔

A woodcut by Gustave

Doré (1832-1883) depicting

members of the Children’s

Crusade being farewelled

by their mothers; that is, 

according to the traditional 

story.

MODERN RESEARCH I

The traditional narrative is probably conflated from some factual and mythical 
notions of the period.  A study published in 1977 casts doubt on the existence 
of the events just discussed, and many historians came to believe that they 
were not (or not, primarily) children, but multiple bands of wandering poor in 

Germany and France, some of 
whom tried to reach the Holy 
Land and others who never 
intended to do so.  Early versions 
of events, of which there are 
many variations told over the 
centuries, are largely apocryphal.

 An anonymous drawing of 
Child Crusaders.
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MODERN RESEARCH II

One must keep in mind that even if one accepts the traditional account, we 
are not really talking about a crusade made up of toddlers.  Even according to 
convention, the vast majority of participants were teenagers.

There seem to have actually been two movements of people, of all ages, in 
1212; one in Germany and the other from France.  The first was led by 
Nicholas of Cologne, and the second by Stephan of Cloyes.  The similarities of 
the two stories allowed later chroniclers to combine and embellish the tales. 

The main point to be taken from modern research is that although there were 
probably teenagers involved in all Crusades, there was unlikely to have been a 
Children’s Crusade as such.

The traditional view of the 
Children’s Crusade has led to 
many legends, including 
numerous modern accounts.



Illustrated is the cover of a  

DC Universe comic book.

We conclude with a Coda and 

an Epilogue.  The Coda looks at 

recent scientific research that is 

relevant to the Crusaders.  The 

Epilogue shows a way that the 

Crusades has impinged on our 

contemporary culture. 

6.

AN INTERESTING

CODA.

In a 2001 study of the DNA of Jewish Israelis and Palestinian Muslims, most of 
the Arab and Jewish men were found to have inherited their Y chromosomes 
from the same paternal ancestors who had lived in the region within the last 
few thousand years.  In particular, the study of high-resolution microsatellite 
haplotypes demonstrated that a substantial portion of the Y chromosomes of 
Jews (70%) and of Palestinians (82%) belonged to the same chromosome 
pool.  Of course the Palestinians have always lived in the Levant, and so did all  
Jews until the Babylonian exile (598-538 BCE) and the Roman expulsion of 
70 CE.  Up until this time, the various people residing in the region were 
assimilated with each other, and usually regarded as one single populace.

43 44

45 46

47 48



17/06/2020

9

There are even greater similarities between the Palestinian DNA and that of 
Sephardic Jews (ie. Jews from Spain and Portugal), particularly those who, 
after the 1492 and 1497 expulsions, settled in areas like The Netherlands, 
France, Britain, Italy, Switzerland, etc.  This is because both of these ethnic 
groups usually also have some Western European DNA.  In the case of 
Sephardic Jews, this comes about through intermarriage and, sometimes, by 
unlawful sexual activity.  In the case of Palestinians, the Western European 
DNA usually comes about through the rape of Palestinian women by 
Crusaders.

7.

EPILOGUE.

To this day, many Jews and even some Muslims will not say  HIP, HIP, HOORAY 
or HEP, HEP HOORAY.  This was originally an acronym for the Latin phrase 
HIEROSOLYMA EST PERDITA, which translates as: JERUSALEM IS LOST.  It is 
believed that although referring back to the Crusades, the saying was first 
used during the so-called Hep Hep Riots in Germany in 1819; a series of 
planned antisemetic disturbances.
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