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A. JERUSALEM WITHOUT A TEMPLE 
Zugot - The zugot were five pairs of scholars who ruled a supreme court as 
nasi ("prince", i.e. president) and av beit din ("father of Beth Din", i.e. chief 
jusAce) respecAvely. ADer 30 CE, the posiAons nasi and av beit din remained, but they were not 
zugot. However, the Atle of av beit din existed before the period of the zugot. His purpose was to 
oversee the Sanhedrin, the court of religious law also known as the "beit din". The rank of nasi 
("prince") was a new insAtuAon that was begun during this period.  
Hadrianic persecuTons - Hadrian resolved to stamp the Jews and their religion out of existence aDer 
the Bar Kochba revolt. He sold all Jewish prisoners into slavery, forbade the teaching of the Torah, 
renamed the province Syria PalaesAna, and changed Jerusalem’s name to Aelia Capitolina (although 
scholars are divided over whether to place Jerusalem’s name change before or aDer the revolt). 
Synagogues were replaced with Roman temples. 
Kitos War (115 – 117) – The 2nd of the Jewish-Roman Wars. The Kitos War consisted of major revolts 
by diasporic Jews in Cyrene (Cyrenaica), Cyprus, Mesopotamia and Aegyptus, which spiralled out of 
control, resulAng in a widespread slaughter of Roman ciAzens and others (200,000 in Cyrene, 
240,000 in Cyprus according to Cassius Dio) by the Jewish rebels. The rebellions were finally crushed 
by Roman legionary forces. 
Bar Kochba Revolt (132 – 135) - Simon bar Kokhba, the commander of the revolt, was acclaimed as a 
Messiah, a heroic figure who could restore Israel. The revolt established an independent state of 
Israel over parts of Judea for more than two years, but a Roman army made up of six full legions with 
auxiliaries and elements from up to six addiAonal legions finally crushed it. Probably more brutal 
than the 1st 66 – 70 CE Jewish-Roman War.  
B. YAVNEH - On the destrucAon of the Temple of Jerusalem by the Romans (70 CE), the academy of 
Yavneh (or Jabneh or Jamnia), established by Johanan ben Zakkai, became one of the most important 
centres of Jewish learning. 
Yohannan ben Zakkai (30 – 90 CE) - PalesAnian Jewish sage (‘Tanna’), founder of an academy and an 
authoritaAve rabbinic body at Yavneh, who had a decisive influence on the conAnuance and 
development of tradiAonal Judaism aDer the destrucAon of the Temple. 
Gamliel ll (died 114 CE) - nasi (president) of the Sanhedrin, at that Ame the supreme Jewish 
legislaAve body, in Jabneh, whose greatest achievement was the unificaAon of the important Jewish 
laws and rituals in a Ame of external oppression by Rome and internecine quarrels. 
C. ERAS OF THE SAGES 
Chazal - "Our Sages, may their memory be blessed"), refers to all Jewish sages of the Mishna, ToseDa 
and Talmud eras, spanning from the Ames of the final 300 years of the Second Temple of Jerusalem 
unAl the 7th century CE, or c. 250 BCE – c. 625 CE. 
Halacha the totality of laws and ordinances that have evolved since biblical Ames to regulate 
religious observances and the daily life and conduct of the Jewish people. Both the Wriden and Oral 
Law.  
Aggada (‘tales, fairytale, lore’) is the non-legalisAc exegesis in classical rabbinic literature, parAcularly 
the Talmud and Midrash. In general, it is a compendium of rabbinic texts that incorporates folklore, 
historical anecdotes, moral exhortaAons, and pracAcal advice.  
Tanna - one of a group of Jewish scholars, acAve in PalesAne during the 1st and 2nd centuries CE, 
whose teachings are found chiefly in the Mishnah. (See Tannaim in previous lecture notes.) 
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Mishnah - the PalesAnian collecAon of oral laws compiled about 200 CE by Rabbi Judah ha-Nasi and 
forming the basic part of the Talmud. 
Toseba (Aramaic for supplement or addiAon) - a collecAon of supplementary oral tradiAons related 
to Jewish oral law. In form and content, similar to the Mishnah and wriden concurrently.   
Midrash – Wriden by rabbis between 200 and 1000, it is a mode of biblical interpretaAon in the 
Talmudic literature and also a separate body of commentaries on Scripture that use this 
interpretaAve mode. Two types: halakhic midrash which comprise legal rulings; aggadic midrash in 
which scriptural passages are interpreted for their own sake or for homileAc (preaching) sermons. 
Exegesis – The process of careful, analyAcal study of biblical passages undertaken in order to 
produce useful interpretaAons of those passages. 
Amoraim - Scholars of the period from about 200 to 500 CE, who "said" or "told over" the teachings 
of the Oral Torah. Located in Babylonia and the Land of Israel. Their legal discussions and debates 
were eventually codified in the Gemara. 
Talmud – The Mishnah plus the Gemara. Finalised by the Savoraim in ~ 600 CE. Commentaries 
wriden around the Talmud over subsequent centuries.  
Abba Arikha (Rav) and Samuel - The two foremost teachers of the early third century in Babylonia, 
belonging to the first generaAon of Amoraim. On Rav's return to Babylonia from studying in 
PalesAne, he sedled in the town of Sura where he served as teacher of the law and spiritual guide. 
Samuel sedled in the town of Nehardea where a centre of learning had existed from much earlier 
Ames and in which he took the leading role on his return. Rav means Rabbi par excellence. 
Babylonian academies – Nehardea, Sura and Pumbedita - also known as the Geonic academies, 
were the centre for Jewish scholarship and the development of Halakha from roughly 589 to 1038 CE 
Savoraim (‘reasoners’) - Leading rabbis from the end of period of the Amoraim (~ 500 CE) All the 
beginning of the Geonim (~ 600 CE). Played a large role in giving the Talmud its current structure. 
Geonim - The presidents of the two great Babylonian Talmudic Academies of Sura and Pumbedita, in 
the Abbasid Caliphate, and were the generally accepted spiritual leaders of the Jewish community. 
Responsa - Rabbinic responsa (answers) consAtute a special class of rabbinic literature, and involves 
an individual or group asking either teachers, rabbis, or heads of yeshivot about halakhah (Jewish 
law) and the party responding via an exchange of leders. Responsa literature spans 1700 years. 
Nasi (‘prince’) – Known as the Patriarch in Roman PalesAne. In Babylonia, the nasi (here called the 
Exilarch) was a leader and served as a poliAcal representaAve to the authoriAes while the religious 
leadership was led by Torah scholars. The term nasi was later applied to those who held high offices 
in the Jewish community. 
Exilarch - The leader of the Jewish community in Babylonia up unAl the Mongol invasion of Baghdad 
in 1258.  
Abaye and Rava - Two fourth-century Babylonian teachers whose debates on Jewish law appear 
frequently in the Babylonian Talmud, so much so that from the Middle Ages the term ‘the debates of 
Abbaye and Rava’ was used as a synonym for Talmudic dialecAcs as a whole. 
Rav Ashi - Babylonian rabbi of the sixth generaAon (5th century) of amoraim. He re-established the 
Academy at Sura and was the first editor of the Babylonian Talmud along with Rabina ll. 
Saadia Gaon (882 – 942) - Saadia is the first important rabbinic figure to write extensively in Judeo 
Arabic. Known for his works on Hebrew linguisAcs, Halakha, and Jewish philosophy. Gaon of Sura.  
Sherira Gaon (906 – 1006) and Hai Gaon (939 – 1038) - Sherira was gaon of the Academy of 
Pumbeditha. He was one of the most prominent Geonim of his period, and the father of Hai Gaon 
who was the last of the geonim. 
Siddur – Jewish prayer book. The earliest exisAng codificaAon of the prayerbook was drawn up in 
Sura, Babylonia, about 850 CE. 
Piyucm - Jewish liturgical poems, usually designated to be sung, chanted, or recited during religious 
services. 
Haggadah - This means ‘telling’ in Hebrew, is a wriden guide to the Passover seder (ordered service), 
which commemorates the Israelites’ Exodus from Egypt. Compiled during the Talmudic periods, 
although the exact date is unknown. 
D. OFFSHOOTS OF MEDIEVAL JUDAISM 
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Greek Judaism – Jews remained in the ByzanAne Empire were called ‘Romaniote’ Jews, i.e.  Jews of 
the empire of the “second Rome”, ByzanAum. Successors to HellenisAc Jews.  
Karaites - a Jewish religious movement characterized by the recogniAon of the wriden Torah alone as 
its supreme authority in halakha and theology. 
Anan ben David (715 – 795) - Widely considered to be a major founder of the Karaite movement of 
Judaism. Did not believe the Rabbinic Jewish oral law to be authoritaAve. 
Rabbi Gershom ben Judah (960 – 1040) - Lived in Mainz, then Germany and now France. As head of 
the rabbinic academy at Mainz, he was a pioneer in bringing the learning of the Talmudic academies 
at Babylonia and PalesAne to western European schools. Famous for his ‘takkanot’ (major legislaAve 
enactments within halakha).
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